


DEPARTURES
Departures” was inspired by the men and women in the United States 

Air Force, who voluntarily depart” from their families and friends to 
locations across the globe, often in harm's way, to protect the freedoms we 
cherish each and every day. This recording also demonstrates the heritage 
and ingenuity of our Airmen through music. Indeed, the title track was 
composed by the Band's own Senior Master Sgt. Robert Thurston. 

Additionally, the legacy of musical giants Malcolm Arnold and Percy 
Grainger, who helped establish the sound of the wind band, is featured; 
along with the innovation of contemporary composers such as Steven 
Bryant, Wayne Oquin, Arturo Marquez, Kathryn Salfelder, Julie Giroux, Ron 
Nelson and Christopher Caliendo, who take musical departures to explore 
new sounds and ideas. Departures” celebrates those pivotal moments in 
our history, both in music and in the Air Force, when a departure” from the 
expected path made all the difference. This innovative spirit is a hallmark of 
the United States Air Force, and the foundation upon which our nation was 
built.
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1.  ECSTATIC FANFARE 3:15
 Steven Bryant
 Released with permission by composer

2.  DEPARTURES 6:51
 Senior Master Sgt. (Ret.) Robert Thurston

3.  AFFIRMATION 9:39
 Wayne Oquin
 Released with permission by composer

4.  DANZON NO. 2 9:46
 Arturo Márquez, arr. by Oliver Nickel
 © Peer International Music Corp. 

5.  UNGROUNDED BASE 10:07
 Kathryn Salfelder
 Released with permission by composer

FOUR SEA INTERLUDES 
6.  IV. STORM 4:40
 Benjamin Britten, arr. by Major (Ret.) Al Bader
 © Boosey & Hawkes

7.  COLONIAL SONG 6:09
 Percy Grainger, ed. by R. Mark Rogers
 Master Sgts. Joe Haughton and
 Emily Wellington, vocals
 © Southern Music Co.
 

FOUR SCOTTISH DANCES
 8.  I. 2:21
 9.  II. 2:24
10.  III. 3:23
11.  IV. 1:47
  Malcolm Arnold, arr. by John Paynter
  © Carl Fischer Music

12.  RIFTEN WED 6:23
  Julie Giroux
  Released with permission by composer

13.  SAVANNAH RIVER HOLIDAY 8:39
  Ron Nelson
  © Carl Fischer Music

ENDER’S GAME SUITE 
14. I. COMMAND SCHOOL 2:16
15. III. SPEAKER FOR THE DEAD 4:30
16. V. DRAGON COMPANY 3:32
 Cristopher Caliendo
  © Caliendo World Music Publishing, Inc. 
 



Col. Larry H. Lang, Commander and Conductor
Capt. David A. Alpar, Officer in Charge
Chief Master Sgt. Michael Piersol, Flight Chief 

Flute
Senior Master Sgt. Stacy Newbrough Ascione* | 
Iowa City, Iowa
Master Sgt. Jennifer Moore Tersero | Oxford, Mich.

Piccolo
Technical Sgt. Megan Neal | Pittsburgh, Pa.

oboe
Master Sgt. Tracey MacDonald* | Duncanville, Texas
Technical Sgt. Emily Snyder | Newark, Del.

english horn
Technical Sgt. Emily Snyder | Newark, Del.

eb clarinet
Master Sgt. Brooke Emery | Mt. Pleasant, Mich.

bb clarinet
Senior Master Sgt. David Stump | Colorado Springs, 
Colo.
Senior Master Sgt. Brian McCurdy | Virginia Beach, Va.
Master Sgt. Melinda Burts | Lima, Ohio
Master Sgt. Julianna Evans Arnold | Vienna, Va.
Master Sgt. J. Blake Arrington | Little Rock, Ark.

Technical Sgt. Ani Berberian | Brookings, S.D.
Technical Sgt. Benjamin Bowers | Falls Church, Va.
Technical Sgt. Kristin Bowers^ | Downers Grove, Ill.
Technical Sgt. Brian Wahrlich | Albany, N.Y.
Technical Sgt. Laura Shoun | Apple Valley, Minn.
Technical Sgt. Sara Wollmacher | Port Charlotte, Fla.

bass clarinet
Master Sgt. John Romano | Bluefield, W.V.

Contrabass Clarinet
Senior Master Sgt. David Stump | Colorado Springs, 
Colo.
.bassoon
Technical Sgt. Eddie Sanders III* | Washington, D.C.
Technical Sgt. Sandy Sisk | Centerville, Minn.

Contrabassoon
Retired Chief Master Sgt. Joe Tersero | Killeen, Texas 

alto saxoPhone
Chief Master Sgt. William Marr* | Alexandria, Va.
Master Sgt. Jeremy Koch | Chicago, Ill.

tenor saxoPhone
Master Sgt. Jake McCray | Fairfax, Va.

baritone saxoPhone
Technical Sgt. Richard Parrell | Arlington, Va.

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE CONCERT BAND French horn
Senior Master Sgt. Kent Wyatt | Arlington, Texas
Senior Master Sgt. Philip Krzywicki | Philadelphia, Pa.
Master Sgt. Kathleen Fitzpatrick* | Columbus, Ohio
Technical Sgt. Joel Wealer | Hannibal, Mo.
Technical Sgt. David Balandrin | Salt Lake City, Utah

cornet/trumPet
Senior Master Sgt. Michael Bosch* | Bethlehem, Pa.
Master Sgt. Christian Pagnard* | Centerville, Ohio
Technical Sgt. Valentin Lukashuk | Brest, Belarus
Technical Sgt. Blakely Rosengaft | Vienna, Va.
Technical Sgt. Kristopher Westrich | Scottsville, N.Y.
Technical Sgt. Micah Killion | Brooklyn, N.Y.

trombone
Chief Master Sgt. Michael Piersol* | Williamsburg, 
Iowa
Technical Sgt. Matthew Nudell | Hettinger, N.D.
Technical Sgt. David Rosengaft | Richmond, Va.

bass trombone
Master Sgt. Jay Heltzer | Sherman Oaks, Calif.

euPhonium
Senior Master Sgt. Jennifer Dayton Cox | Phelps, N.Y.
Retired Technical Sgt. Joe Bello* | Naperville, Ill.

tuba
Senior Master Sgt. Brian Sands* | Goshen, Ind.
Technical Sgt. Daniel Walley | Niceville, Fla.

cello 
Master Sgt. Joshua Kowalsky | Interlochen, Mich. 
Technical Sgt. Edward Prevost* | Manassas, Va. 

string bass
Senior Master Sgt. Chris Kosky | South Haven, Ind. 
Master Sgt. Matthew Murray | Winona, Minn.

timPani 
Senior Master Sgt. Erica Montgomery | Louisville, Ky. 

Percussion 
Senior Master Sgt. Dennis Hoffmann | Pittsburgh, Pa.
Master Sgt. Marc Dinitz* | Rockville, Md. 
Master Sgt. Daniel Valadie | New Orleans, La.
Master Sgt. Joe Reynolds | Houston, Texas 
Technical Sgt. Adam Green | Cincinnati, Ohio
Technical Sgt. Randy Gorman | Linden, Va. 

harP 
Senior Master Sgt. Eric Sabatino | Long Island City, 
N.Y. 

Piano/Keyboard
Technical Sgt. Taylor Armstrong | Bethlehem, Pa.

legend
* Principal
^ Concertmaster



CREDITS
Featuring 53 active duty Airmen musicians, the CONCERT BAND is the largest of the six groups within 
the Band. This symphonic wind ensemble performs a wide variety of music ranging from classical 
transcriptions and original works to solo features, light classics and patriotic selections. The Concert Band 
performs throughout the U.S. on biannual tours, live radio, television and Internet broadcasts, as well as at 
local concerts in Washington, D.C.

Recorded May 1-6, 2014  |  Hylton Memorial Chapel, Woodbridge, Virginia  |  Catalog Number: BOL-1404

Aim High...Fly, Fight, Win
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This recording is approved for Department of the Air Force use and is NOT FOR SALE. 
The U.S. Air Force is wholeheartedly committed to reflecting the diversity of our great nation. Individuals from all cultural and ethnic backgrounds are actively 

encouraged to learn about the Air Force and seek positions in the band program.  For more information, please call 1-800-283-8995 
or visit:  http://www.usafband.af.mil/careers/index.asp

Contact Air Force Recruiting via www.airforce.com or call 1-800-423-USAF
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